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CONPIDENTIAL JIDDA 0614 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, SA, ET 

SUBJECT: SAUDI ARABIA, ETHIOPIA AND THE ERITREANS 
REF: CAIRO 873 

1 . IN A JANUARY 22 MEETING WITH AHMED SIRAJ, THE DIRECTOR 
OP APRICAN AND ASIAN APPAIRS AT THE SAUDI FOREIGN MINISTRY, WE 
DISCUSSED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ETHIOPIA WITH EMPHASIS ON 
ERITREA. SIRAJ SAID THAT ACCORDING TO INPORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
THE SAG THE POSITION OP THE EITHIOPIAN PROVISIONAL MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT (EPMG) HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLY WEAKENED OP LATE. 

DESPITE SAUDI SUPPORT POR ERITREAN ASPIRATIONS THEY DID NOT 
REGARD THIS AS A PARTICULARLY ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT. THE SAG 
SUPPORTS THE UNITY OP ETHIOPIA (THE QUESTION OF ERITREA'S 
STATUS ASIDE) AND HAS NO INTEREST 

IN SEEING ETHIOPIA PRAGMENT THUS PROVIDING FERTILE GROUND 
POR RADICALISM IN AN AREA WHICH SAUDI ARABIA CONSIDERS 
STRATEGICALLY VITAL. WHAT IS NEEDED HE SAID IS A STRONG 
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AND MODERATE LEADERSHIP CAPBABLE OF HOLDING ETHIOPIA TOGETHER 
AND AT THE SAME TIME SUPPICIENTLY CONPIDENT OP ITS OWN 
POSITION TO REACH A SETTLEMENT WITH THE ERITREANS. SIRAJ 
DISMISSED THE POSSIBILITY OP THE ETHIOPIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION’S (EDU'S) 

DEVELOPING THE CAPACITY TO BRING ABOUT MAJOR CHANGE IN THE 
SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA. HE SAID THAT ALI MIRAH, WHO IS STILL 
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RESIDENT IN JIDDA, SHARES THE POLITICAL IMPOTENCE OE THE REST. 

2. AS EOR THE ERITREANS, SIRAJ SAID THAT SAUDI POLICY 
REMAINS SUPPORT EOR THE UNIFICATION OE THE VARIOUS ERI- 
TREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. HE SAID THE POPULAR 
LIBERATION ERONT (PLE) EOREIGN 

MISSIONS EACTION OF OSMAN SALEH SABBE IS NO LONGER RECEIVING 
SAUDI SUPPORT BECAUSE OE ITS LACK OE INELUENCE WITHIN ERI- 
TREA. THE ERITREAN LIBERATION ERONT (ELF) HAS NOW BECOME THE MAJOR 
RECIPIENT OE SAUDI BACKING. #HE DID NOT DEFINE THE KIND OR AMOUNT 
OE THIS SUPPORT.) SIRAJ SAID THAT HE HAD MET WITH SOME OE THE 
NEW ELE LEADERS AND FOUND THEM TO BE AN IMPROVEMENT OVER SOME 
OE THE OLDER LEADERS IN TERMS OE THEIR EDUCATION AND NATIVE 
INTELLIGENCE. HE EXPECTED THAT THEY WOULD BE RECEPTIVE 
TO SAUDI PRESSURE TO COMPOSE THEIR DIEEERENCES WITH THE 
OTHE EACTIONS, INCLUDING THAT OF ISIAS AFERWERK. 

3. SIRAJ ASKED THAT WE PROVIDE HIM WITH AN UPDATE ON THE 
SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA SIMILAR TO PREVIOUS REPORTS WE HAVE 
PROVIDED. REQUEST WE BE AUTHORIZED TO PASS TO SAG EOREIGN 
MINISTRY THE ASSESSMENT REQUESTED BY EGYPTIAN EONMIN EAHMY 
(REFTEL). 

PORTER 
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